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          Newsletter of 
        

            “The Church on the hill” 

 BRISTOL UCC   

Saturday, March 9, 2019  

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

Cost: $9  Adults     

$4 Kids under 12  
Take-out available      

Call #744-8132 

 

 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
 

Last fall we welcomed seven individuals 
into our Membership Covenant.  Are you 
interested in finding out more?  Would you 
like to join with the other covenanted   
members of the church?  Speak to Rev. 
Andrew to learn more and to help schedule 
a spring Membership Sunday. 
 
 

BRISTOL COMMUNITY SERVICES  
FOOD PANTRY IS CURRENTLY  

IN CRITICAL NEED OF  
 

“ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING.”  
 
 

Church Attendance 
1/27-31,  2/3-40,  2/10-41,  2/17-40,  2/24-20 

Newfound Area Churches 
Lenten Services Schedule 

 

Worship Service @ 12:00 Noon followed by a light lunch 
 

March  6     Our Lady of Grace Chapel  
March 13   Hebron Union Congregational Church       
March 20   Bristol Baptist Church    
March 27   New Hampton Community Church      
April 3       Bristol United Church of Christ      
April 10     Alexandria United Methodist Church  
      

         (If school is cancelled, services are cancelled.) 
 

Prayer Partners Pot Luck Brunch 
Saturday, April 27, 2019   9:30 AM @ Hebron U.C. Church 

BIBLE STUDY BEGINS AGAIN 
Monday, March 4, 7:00  P.M. 

We will be studying Peter.   
Contact Rev. Andrew. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 

Wednesday, March 6th, 7:00 P.M. 
 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT 
Saturday, March 23    6:30 P.M. 
in Fellowship Hall.  Join us for an 
evening of fun and conversation.   

Bring a snack to share and if you have 
a game you’d like to share, bring that 

as well.  If you need a ride, let us know 
and someone will gladly pick you up.   



 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

MARCH 3  Matthew 16:24--17:8     (Psalm 41:7-10) 
 

MARCH 6  Matthew 18:1-9    (Ash Wednesday)   (Psalm 146:7c-10  or  51:1-3)  
     

MARCH 10  Matthew 18:15-35     (Psalm 32:1-2)   
 

MARCH 17  Matthew 20:1-6     (Psalm 16:5-8)    
 

MARCH 24  Matthew 22:1-14     (Psalm 45:6-7)   
 

MARCH 31  Matthew 25:1-13 (and/or Matthew 25:14-30)  (Psalm 43:3-4) 
       

      
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Lent Is Here 
 

Next Wednesday begins the church’s season of Lent.  Lent is a season of preparation for the celebration of 
Easter — the day of Christ’s Resurrection and of rebirth for his followers.  Traditionally, Christ followers have 
marked this season by repentance, prayer, and fasting. 
 
Repentance is a concept from the Old Testament that means — turning back toward God.  Repentance     
begins with an examination of our own consciences.  We seek out and identify those acts and attitudes that 
distance us from God and our neighbors.  This is sin.  Having identified it in ourselves, we then turn away 
from the sin and toward a deeper and more loving, respectful relationship with God. 
 
Prayer is a transformative process in which we speak our truths, our fears, and our hopes for others and for 
ourselves.  We speak them to God, sometimes with words and sometimes not, and we listen for God’s word 
in our lives. 
 
In fasting, we refrain from eating too much or participating too much in activities that are self-seeking and    
self-indulgent.  When we fast — from foul language, from indulgent foods, from unhealthy activities and      
attitudes, and etc., we open space in our lives for God’s love and grace to act upon us and through us. 
 
Please join us in person or in spirit this Lent at the “Church on the Hill.”  Together, let us turn our hearts and 
lives more fully toward Jesus Christ and our neighbors.  Together, let us fast from those things not life-giving 
or life-affirming.  Together, let us open our hearts and our selves in prayers of thanksgiving, praise, and   
commitment to the One who gave all on our behalf. 

 
Lenten blessings, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Lent, we shall again be collecting prayers and affixing them to our Lenten Cross.  Small slips of paper 
will be available for the names of those for whom you pray wholeness and healing.  You may also write a 
short note of prayer for some need for yourself, for others, or for our world.  Throughout Lent, the prayers will 
be added to the cross.  Stop by on Sundays or other days with your prayers.  You may also email them to 
Rev. Andrew or the church office where they will be transcribed and affixed in due course. 
 
Come try a mini pilgrimage this Lent.  We’ll be having a 35 foot labyrinth with many resources available to   
assist you in making an internal pilgrimage toward God. 
 
Come experience special worship services on Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday.  You may also drop 
by one of the Newfound Area Churches Wednesday Services at noon (lunch included).  Try out the     
Wednesday Morning Reflections group. 
 
See the calendar for dates and times.— Rev. A 
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Labyrinth:  On Wednesday, March 13, a canvas labyrinth on loan from South Congregational Church in      
Concord, will be put up in our Fellowship Hall.  It will cover almost the entire floor and will remain in place until 
Monday morning, March 18, when it will be taken down and returned.  We encourage all members, their friends 
and families to take advantage of this special opportunity to walk the labyrinth during Lent.  Walking a labyrinth 
quiets the mind and invites intuition, creativity, and meditation; it allows the heart to be heard.  You might also 
think of the labyrinth as a “prayer practice.”  There is no right or wrong way to walk the labyrinth and we invite 
adults, youth, and children to attend.  We will have resources for adults and children in case you have to wait to 
walk or choose to linger for awhile.  Below are the hours the labyrinth will be open to the public.  A Christian Ed 
member will be present during all times to assist with information as needed.   
Please help to spread the word so this can truly be a community event: 
Daytime Hours:  Thursday thru Sunday, 9 a.m.—12 noon 
Evening Hours:  Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday, 5 p.m.—8 p.m.   
                             (No evening hours on  Saturday) 
Special Note:  The labyrinth can only be walked on in stocking feet.   
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6.  Christian Ed has purchased daily devotional materials for adults.  
There are 2 choices:  the UCC Still Speaking resource “Take Nothing for the Journey”, and from Creative     
Communications “Christ Our Hope.”  We also have Lenten coloring books for the children, “He is Risen.”  The 
coloring book explains the story of Lent & Easter for children.  These resources will be available on the cabinet 
outside the sanctuary (next to the Name Badge Rack) starting Sunday, March 3.   
 

Sunday School:  Sunday School will continue in March on the 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st.  Easter is late this 
year, April 21.  We have decided that we will not offer an Easter Egg hunt this year but there will be an age    
appropriate “goody bag” for any children or youth who attend worship on Easter morning.   
 

Other Activities:  Adult Bible Study resumes on March 4.  See Rev. Andrew for details.  T.E.A. is March 19.  
Location to be determined.  Morning Reflections on Wednesday mornings followed by Ukulele Band practice. 

-submitted by Rebecca Herr 
         

Mental Health Resource Cabinet:    The Christian Education Committee has set up a shelf where church  
members will find resources about various mental health issues.  The resources include books, DVDs,         
pamphlets, and folders. 
 

One of the folders contains information about substance abuse.  One resource in this folder is a discussion of 
religious beliefs and healthcare, which comes from the United Church of Christ website.  This resource discuss-
es a number of different topics, such as the individual and patient-caregiver relationship, genetics, and mental 
health. 
 

The folder also includes a print-out entitled, “What Does God Think About Drugs?”.  This print-out is set up in a 
simple question-answer format, references Bible verses, and includes links to lead you to more information. 
 

There are two lists included in the folder.  One is a list of web sites for information about assistance when deal-
ing with drug abuse.  The list is made up of resources that can be found in New Hampshire.  The other is a list of 
treatment centers that are located near the Newfound area. 
 

We have included a large print-out of a booklet entitled, “What is Substance Abuse Treatment?”.  This booklet is 
for families, and provides basic information regarding substance abuse. 
 

You will also find a list of books available at the Minot-Sleeper Library on a variety of mental health issues, but 
includes a few books on addiction.            -submitted by Deborah Doe  
 

BOOK REVIEW:  “SOLE TO SOUL”  by Eleanor MacLellan 

Walking a Path toward Loving Accompaniment  
 

A divorce left Eleanor and her two children in an emotional turmoil.  Eleanor was a trial lawyer with a New Hampshire law firm and was a   
deacon at the Second Congregational Church, Concord, NH.  Eleanor’s work, church, remarriage and shared custody of three children 
brought Eleanor to a place of questioning her faith and strength as to how to put all the pieces together to form a workable family unit.  Her 
own son had difficulty in the public school setting and was final enrolled in an alternative high school in Bath, Maine.  One of the requirements 
before her son could graduate from high school was for Eleanor and her husband to each complete a senior project.  Eleanor decided to make 
a  labyrinth for her church.  The book describes her personal journey of her life’s twists and turns that helped develop a form of understanding 
of the order of the labyrinth walk.  Five of her church friends helped with this project.  A labyrinth was made and Eleanor found a fresh start in 
her faith. 
 

This delightful book helps us understand how to approach and how to steer ourselves on the canvas.  Each chapter provides a diagram and 
an explanation of each path on the labyrinth circuit.                               -submitted by Roberta Holt 

 



Council Notes       
February 20, 2019  

 
 
 

Betty Seeler called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.   
Rev. Andrew opened in prayer.   
 
 

The minutes of the January 16 meeting were not approved as there was not a quorum.  
The Treasurer’s report was received and put on file.   
 

Missions - The Super Bowl of Caring collection (February’s mission)  will finish this Sunday, 2/24. 
 

Trustees - They updated us on proposed outdoor projects at the parsonage which are awaiting a change of season.  Since 
last month, repairs and maintenance have been completed on the church furnaces and elevator/lift.  A new elevator inspector 
has been selected.  Parking lot sealing and striping will be done when the weather is appropriate.  They recommend that a     
thorough and “deep” cleaning of the church kitchen be undertaken this spring.  They are satisfied with the Fuel Club pricing 
for our heating oil needs.  They are also satisfied with the shoveling and snow-blowing arrangements at the church. 
 

Diaconate - They will be reaching out to inactive members this spring as part of membership review.  They were pleased 
with the supply minister who preached in Rev. Andrew’s absence in January.   
 

Music - The Ukulele Band has been well received and the participants are enjoying themselves.  They will play in worship 
again on March 10.  
 

Altar Guild - They are interested in having people sign up to provide pulpit flowers into the spring season.  They’ll again be 
providing the flowers for the Easter Flowering Cross in April. 
 

Pastor - Rev. Andrew briefed everyone on Lent and Easter plans (check the newsletter and calendar for details.)  Services 
will move back to the sanctuary March 3.  He is in need of a replacement printer for the pastor’s office and received guidance 
for reimbursement.  He has been promoting the Labyrinth event March 13-17 within the community. 
 

Members at Large - The Morning Reflections group is very committed to their time together.  At least twelve individuals    
participate on a regular basis. 
 

Christian Ed - Bible Study on Peter resumes March 4 and runs through Lent.  T.E.A. had six participants in February.  The 
March and April dates have been set (see calendar).  The “About a Hymn” monthly moment has been very well received.  It 
will continue through June.  Members of the committee are reviewing the film, “God Knows Where I Am,” with a view toward 
some type of program on mental health issues in the future.  (Rev. Andrew noted that it is currently available on Netflix for 
those interested.)  They have purchased Lent devotionals for people to take home. 
 

Women’s Fellowship - They met on 2/14.  They provided chowders for the January supper which was well received.  The 
dessert for the March supper is themed around pudding.  They worked on the menu for our hosting the NAC Lenten service 
on 4/3.  They will be replacing the old tables in room 1 with new tables.  They adjourned for lunch at BHOP.   
 

BCS - High demand for the pantry has led to shortages.  Food items are requested. 
 

TTCC -  The gym renovation is being completed and looks great.  The Center is VERY busy with high numbers of             
engagement in programming across the board.  They’ve received grant funding recently. 
 

Other - Betty updated folks on the cell tower discussions that Slim Baker was having.  As of now, those discussions have 
stopped.   
                                                                                             

Respectfully submitted,  
Rev. Andrew MacLeod, Secretary Pro Tempore 
    



FIRST CLASS OFFICE HOURS 
Main Office:      Mon. through Fri. 9AM - 12 Noon 
Pastorôs Hours:  Mon. through Thurs. 9AM - 12 Noon and  
    other times by appointment 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  10AM 
Sunday Worship 10AM 
Coffee Fellowship 11AM 

 
REV. ANDREW MACLEOD, MINISTER 
Residence:  (603)  217-0704 
Email:  pastorbucc@myfairpoint.net 

We extend our warmest welcome and invite you to 
join with us each week in praise and worship. 

BRISTOL UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST 
“The Church on the hill”                
15 Church St.,  PO Box 424 
Bristol, NH  03222  
Email: bristolucc@myfairpoint.net     Website: bristolucc.org 
Phone:  (603) 744-8132 

The deadline for all newsletter submissions is the 20th of the month.  
Articles that come in after that date will be used in the following monthôs newsletter. 

           
      
          . . . Our February Coffee Fellowship Hosts,                                  
         Scripture Readers, Ushers, Greeters, and Altar 
Flower providers:  Steve & Chris Curley, Laurie Barlow, 
Beth White, Frank & Bonnie Biondi, Scott & Mary Kay 
Haines, Rebecca Herr, Don Sorrie, Lorna & Bob Patten, 
and Judy Willson.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          

 


