
CELEBRATIONS 

 

  
                             Birthdays:          Anniversaries: 
      
   5/07     Janelle Westfall     5/12    Mac & Barbara McIntire  
   5/08  Don Sorrie       5/14    George & Connie Morrison 
   5/08  Benjamin Charles Wood     5/16    Todd & Crystal Westfall 
 5/22     Alan Blakeley      5/21    Peter & Donna Worthen 
 5/23 Ellie Harper Vogel  

FIRST CLASS OFFICE HOURS:  
Main Office:      Monday thru Friday 9AM - 12:00PM 
Pastor’s Hours:  Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 9AM - 12 Noon 
                           and by appointment. 

REV. ANDREW MACLEOD, MINISTER 
Office: (603) 744-8132 
Residence:  (603)  217-0704 
Email:  pastorbucc@breezelinebiz.net 

BRISTOL UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST 
“The Church on the hill”                
15 Church St.,  PO Box 424 
Bristol, NH  03222  
Office: (603) 744-8132 
Email: bristolucc@breezelinebiz.net  
Website: bristolucc.org 

 The deadline for all newsletter submissions is the 20th of the month.  
 Articles that come in after that date will be used in the following month’s newsletter. 

In our prayers:  
Ken Patten, Steve Curley, Carlene Eaton, Wendy Higgins, Dan Akerley, Lisa Swain, Dan Ryan, Mar-
sha Payne, Donna Akerley, Mildred Haines, Elizabeth (Betsy) Meaney, Frank Liva, Phyllis O'Leary, 
Dean Martin, Guy & Diane Parsons, Russell  Hamilton, Janet Herr, Scott Haines, Tom Ford, Sylvia 
Bailey, Kate Miller, Jim Levesque, Verneve Reilly, Cheryl, Donna Smith, Karen Crook 
         

 The Family and Friends of Mildred Lindsay 
 

We extend our warmest welcome and invite you to join with us each week in praise and worship. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
(Virtual)  YouTube Channel:   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1FvXahqn_0hmQfyDYJqwOQ/videos 
 

Sunday Worship  10:00 AM  In-Person & Zoom (link emailed).   
Hard copies of the bulletin available Thursday after noon in the bin on the rear 
walkway table. 
 

Sunday School 10:00 AM– 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sunday of  the Month 

                           

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1FvXahqn_0hmQfyDYJqwOQ/videos
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ESTELLE’S PLAYLIST 
 

Here are the You Tube links for three of the  
most recent preludes:  

 

1.  Now the Green Blade Riseth  
https://youtu.be/8Kb7bOpLANs  

 
2.   Fernando Ortega - Sing Allelu  
     https://youtu.be/j-czywU7xnM  

 
3.  I Want Jesus To Walk With Me - Negro Spiritual  

 https://youtu.be/O3gN_kZWpkk  

In-person  
Attendance + Zoom 

 
3/26 - 43, 4/2 - 33, 4/9 - 72, 

4/16-32, 4/23 - 46 

          Newsletter of 
        

            “The Church on the hill” 

"No Mow May" 

The Trustees are trying to 
hold off mowing around the 
church until the end of May 
in order to create / preserve 
habitat and forage for early 
season pollinators. Early 

wildflowers, dandelions, and 
the like provide food for 

these creatures that are so 
important to food chains and 
healthy ecosystems. One of 

the lines in our “Be the 
Church” the banner reminds 

us to "Protect Our  
Environment". 

In a small way that is what 
the Trustees are attempting 
to do. Creation Care is one 

response our good  
Creator’s love. 

 
Woman’s Fellowship Library 
 
A new book for May reading “Women 
of the Greatest Generation: Stories of 
Faith, Love and Courage”  
 
This book shares memories of the un-
sung heroines of WWII. 
 
This book was created and edited by 
Rev. Dr. Frances Bogle and Rev. Nancy 
Reed. They tell the stories of amazing 
women and preserve them for future 
generations. 
 
The Rev.’s met and interviewed the 
women and wrote their stories. It is in-
teresting to find out how the war affect-
ed them. Some were young girls at the 
time. Some of the women were in the 
Military. Enjoy! 

Kitchen  
Clean Up Day 
9AM May 11th  

https://youtu.be/8Kb7bOpLANs
https://youtu.be/j-czywU7xnM
https://youtu.be/O3gN_kZWpkk


 
 

 

The Pastor’s Pen 
 

 

Easter Leads to Pentecost 
  

The Easter season in the church year is filled with Gospel and other New Testament 
readings and stories that highlight the presence of the Risen Christ among the followers of 
Jesus’ Way, those who are or who become Christ’s followers – Christians. Many of the 
stories we hear and read in church in this time tell of Christ’s appearing to and among the 
Disciples, those who follow the Way. These stories reassure them and us that Christ is in-
deed living and among us still. BUT the stories and the times that follow Easter also point 
us toward a new time – Pentecost and beyond. There is a single Pentecost event which is 
described in Acts of Apostles chapter 2. This event is the well-known story of rushing wind 
and tongues of flame and people speaking in many languages, all attributed to the coming 
of the Holy Spirit among Jesus’ followers. But the Gospels themselves, and further stories 
in Acts and the rest of the New Testament make clear that the Holy Spirit’s mission and 
purpose is to inspire, empower, provoke, and authorize us, those who claim to follow 
Christ, to actually do that in our lives and in the world in which we live. In the transition 
from Easter time into Pentecost and beyond time, we are called not only to be Disciples – 
those who follow Jesus, but also to be Apostles – those sent out into the world to publicly 
live and witness to the whom whose Way we claim to follow. 

 
I invite all of us in these post-Easter days to consider what it is each of us is called 

to do in order to witness and to testify to the One who calls us to follow. And invite us each 
and all to consider where in the world and where in our lives it is that each of us feels sent 
to deliver that witness in word and deed. I ask the questions of us as individual followers 
and as a community of followers of the One who came into the world to be God’s love in 
human life among us. What are we doing? What do we feel called to do and where? Are 
we only to meet and talk among ourselves of what has already been? Or are we truly 
called and empowered to be Christ’s witnesses to the ends of the earth? What is the Spirit 
up to in you? What is the Spirit up to in US – Bristol United Church of Christ? 

 
Blessings, 
 
Rev Andrew 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

May 7, 2023 Romans 1:1-17 Matthew 9:10-13 

May 14, 2023 Romans[3:28-30] 5:1-11 Matthew 11:28-30 

May 21, 2023 Romans 6:1-4 Matthew 6:24 

May 28, 2023 Acts 2:1-14 Romans 8:14-39 

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY READING  2023 



 
This year the Sunday School is learning about “What Happens at Church”.  Each week we concentrate on a part of the Church Service, 
and the following week the students participate in that section of the service. 
 
Here is the schedule for May Sunday School: 
May 7 – The Lord’s Prayer – Ms. Doe 
May 14 – Benediction – Mrs. Vogel 
May 21 – Children’s Sunday  
 
May 21st will be the last day of Sunday School.  We will celebrate by having our students present the Message, leading us in the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Benediction.  The celebration will continue during Coffee Fellowship, when the students will be sharing cake and punch 
(and coffee or tea). 
 
Sunday School will start again in September.   
 
The Joyful Noise Ukulele Band – Ukulele practice is on Monday at 9:30 am.  New people are always welcome.  Contact the church of-
fice before coming so that we have materials ready for new comers.   
 

The Joyful Noise Ukulele Band will be leading a Sing-A-Song of some of our favorite church hymns on May 7th.  
The Sing-A-Long will take place after church in the Fellowship Hall.  

Caring Ministries Group at Bristol UCC 
 
Another important concept related to visitation is “companioning.” As a friendly visitor we hope to be a compan-
ion, accompany another on their life journey, no matter what stage of life. Companions offer: a safe space, an open 
heart, affirmation & hope. 
Companioning is about: 

• Being present to another person’s pain; it is not about taking the pain away. 

• Going to the wilderness of the soul of another human being; it is not about thinking you are responsible for  
      finding the way out. 

• Honoring the spirit; it is not about focusing on the intellect 

• Listening with the heart; it is not about analyzing with the head. 

• Bearing witness to the struggles of others; not about judging or directing their struggles. 

• Walking alongside; it is not about leading. 

• Discovering the gifts of sacred silence; it is not about filling up every moment with words. 

• Being still; it is not about frantic movement forward. 

• Respecting disorder and confusion; it is not about imposing order and logic. 

• Learning from others; it is not about teaching them. 

• Compassionate curiosity; it is not about expertise. 
  

Julianne Tullis MSW: “…Healing can occur when we show empathy and provide comfort to others that 
are hurting… Companioning is about supporting another person and joining that person on their jour-
ney. This doesn’t require being in the same room or even being in the same state. It does require social connec-
tion and relational reach. Companioning includes taking a moment to soften your own heart by calming and 
centering prior to communication, honoring with intentionality the people you love, listening to your own intui-
tion about human connections, and recognizing heart-centeredness as part of authentic interactions.” 
Rebecca Herr 
about human connections, and recognizing heart-centeredness as part of authentic interactions.” 
 
Rebecca Herr 



 Church Council 
 

Council Minutes  

April 19, 2023 
 
Attending: Bill Nieman, Debbie Doe, Tom Keegan, Betty Seeler, Barbara McIntire, Bonnie Biondi, Lucille Keegan and Andrew Mac-
Leod 
 
Bill called the meeting to order and asked Andrew for a prayer to open the meeting. 
 
Bonnie moved to approve the minutes for 3/5, 3/15 and 4/2. Debbie seconded and the motion was approved. 
 
Treasurers report : 
Lucille reported that the following amounts were paid for utilities in the first quarter Irving Oil 
$4986.19, Eversource $1,095.67, Breezeline (internet) $512.28 and Consolidated (land line) $292.32. Betty and Lucille will be 
working on the quarterly tax report. 
 
Diaconate: 
Bill reported for Diaconate. At the last meeting they debriefed the activities during Lent and Easter. All services were well received. 
Andrew said he has photos for the newsletter. He will be ordering the communion table but first they will order samples of the stain 
colors. 
 
Music: 
Debbie reported that the choir will be singing until the end of May and then start up again in the fall. During the summer she will go 
through the music files and catalog them. The piano will be tuned soon. The ukulele band will be playing on April 21 for the mem-
bers of the Bone Builders group. Other scheduled performances are Gordon Nash Library summer reading kick off and the Hebron 
Fair. On May 7 they will lead a sing a long after the church service. 
 
Pastors report: 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter went well. 
The memorial service for Bob Patten was well attended. 
There will be a memorial service for Mildred Lindsay on May 3. 
Andrew will be attending the Festival of Homiletics in Minneapolis in May.  
Carol Asher will be the guest pastor on Mother’s Day while he is away. 
Andrew had praise for the caring ministries of our church through visitation, the ukulele band,  
and other activities within the community. 
 
Christian Education: 
Debbie reported that May 21 will be the last Sunday School session this season. The children will deliver the message and benediction, 
collect, the offering and lead the Lord’s Prayer in sign language. They will also serve at the fellowship table. 
The presentation of the Easter banners went well and the congregation loves the banners!  
Movie night was a big success. 
The committee will be purchasing 3 sets of Bible study books to be used in the future. 
 
Women’s Fellowship: 
Bonnie reported that the March birthday celebration at fellowship was well received and they will do another one on the last Sunday in 
April. The Easter sunrise breakfast was well attended and appreciated. 

The Patten reception went well. Thank you to all who donated food, money and time. 
Bonnie and Barbara McIntire attended Celebration 11 in Manchester and had a wonderful time. The May meeting will be a 
kitchen cleaning time. 
 

Bristol Community Services: 
Barbara reported that there was an open house to celebrate the opening of the new food pantry building and remodeling of the origi-
nal building making more space for displays and sorting. 
 
Andrew reported that the date for the annual meeting is set for May 21. Committee reports should be turned in ASAP. 
 
The next council meeting is scheduled for 7 PM on May 17. 

Andrew closed the meeting with An Evening Prayer for Kenya.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lucille Keegan 



 
  

 

Missions Committee News 
 

When it is May, Mother’s Day is coming.  When Mother’s Day is coming, 
the Church World Services Blanket Program is coming!  BUCC’s oppor-
tunity to provide warmth or shelter for those in need, and most of all, shar-
ing our love.   

At the service on May 7th, we will give you more information about the 
Blanket Program, show the blankets, and how you can donate to provide 
them.  Perhaps you will think about donating one in honor of a special 
mother!  Cards will be provided. 

If you would like to learn more, the website is: cwsblankets.org 

Thanks from the Missions Committee  

Godspell 
and Pizza 

Lent & Easter 

Easter Sunrise  

Easter Breakfast  



May 
 

 

2023 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-

day 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

9:30A- Ukulele Prac-
tice 
 
7:30P- AA Step Meet-
ing 
  

    12P - Sr. Lunch 
 
4:00P- Choir Practice 
 
7:00P- AA Discussion 
  

 7:30A- Morning 
Reflection 
 
11:00A - Funeral of 
Mildred Lindsay 
 
7:00P- Diaconate 
Meeting 
  

  9:15A - Bone Builders 
  
  

Office Closed 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:15A- Choir Practice 
 
10A- Family Worship 
w/ Communion 
(In-person & Zoom) 
 
11A- Uke Sing Along 
& Coffee Fellowship 
  

9:30A - Ukulele Prac-
tice 
 
7:30P- AA Step Meet-
ing 
  

    12P - Sr. Lunch 
 
4:00P- Choir Practice 
 
7:00P- AA Discussion 
  

7:30A- Morning 
Reflection 
 
9:15A - Bone Builders 
  

9A—Kitchen Cleanup       
         Day 

 

9:15A - Bone Builders 
  

  

Mother’s Day   

14 

15 16 17 Ascension Day   

18 

19 20 

9:15A- Choir Practice 
 
10A- Sunday Worship 
(In-person & Zoom) 
 
10A- Sunday School 
 
11A-Coffee Fellowship 
  

9:30A - Ukulele Prac-
tice 
 
7:30P- AA Step Meet-
ing 
  

      12P - Sr. Lunch 
 
12:45P - Commodity 
Foods 
 
4:00P- Choir Practice 
 
7:00P- Trustees 
Meeting 
 
7:00P- AA Discussion 
  

7:30A - Morning 
Reflection 
 
9:15A - Bone Builders 
 
7:00P- Council Meet-
ing 
  

10A- Finance Meeting 
  

9:15A - Bone Builders 
  

World 
Bee Day 
               

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9:15A - Choir Practice 
  
10A- Sunday Worship 
(In-person & Zoom) 
 
10A - Sunday School 
 
11A - Annual Meeting 
        Coffee Fellowship 

  

9:30A - Ukulele Prac-
tice 
 
7:30P - AA Step Meet-
ing 
  

   12P - Sr. Lunch 
 
4:00P- Choir Practice 
 
7:00P - AA Discussion 
  

7:30A - Morning 
Reflection 
 
9:15A - Bone Builders 
  

  9:15A - Bone Builders 
  

8A – 12P  
Private 
Meeting 

Pentecost       28 Memorial Day 

29   

30 31    

9:15A - Choir Practice 
  
10A - Sunday Wor-
ship 
(In-person & Zoom) 
 
11A - Coffee Fellow-
ship & Celebrations of 
May Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 
  

9:30A - Ukulele Prac-
tice 
 
7:30P- AA Step Meet-
ing 
  

  
Office Closed 

     12P - Sr. Lunch 
 
4:00P- Choir Practice 
 
7:00P - AA Discussion 
  

7:30A - Morning 
Reflection 
 
9:15A - Bone Builders 
  

 

    

            



 
BRISTOL COMMUNITY  

SERVICES  
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

 
Spaghetti Sauce ~ Spaghetti ~  

Jelly 
 Cereal ~ Corn & Peas ~  

Instant Potatoes 
Canned Chicken ~ Tuna Fish ~ 

Condiments  
Deodorant 

 

 
Bone Builder’s 10

th
 Birthday 

 
Bone Builders is turning 10 this month. We 
started back in 2013 with the NASCC host-
ing us on Tuesday and the Church generous-
ly giving us space on Friday. We probably 
don’t say thank you enough, but the women 
& men who have taken advantage of this 
program to improve their health, can’t say 
thank you enough. We are entering a new 
phase of the program with the church now 
our official host. We continue to be spon-
sored by RSVP, a program of the Grafton 
County Senior Services. We are meeting on 
Wednesday & Friday morning from 9:15-
10:30.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more 
about the program, call Rebecca Herr 603-
744-6526.  
 

Again “Thank You.” 

 
The Bristol UCC Women’s Fellowship 

Invites you to Celebrate 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS &  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 At Coffee Hour after the Service 
SUNDAY, May 28, 2023 

 

CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Members of the Bristol United Church of Christ are called to the Annual Meeting on  
Sunday, May 21, 2023, 11:00AM following the morning worship service. 

 
The purpose of the meeting is to: 

1. Receive reports of officers and committees, 
2. Elect officers and committee members, 
3. Act on other business that may properly come before the meeting. 

 
                                              /s/ Mary Kay Haines, Clerk  


